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Charleston-Ft. Johnson, James Island 

Directions: 
15717 Bennett’s Point Rd.  

Green Pond, SC 29446 

Google Map 

 

From Charleston, Dorchester or Berkeley Counties, get on Hwy 17 heading south. Look for a sign for Bennett's Point and Bear Island, 

and turn left at the sign onto Bennett's Point Road. From Colleton or Beaufort Counties, get on Hwy 17 heading north (if coming from 

Colleton, take Hwy 303 to Hwy 17 and head north). Look for a sign for Bennett's Point and Bear Island, and turn right at the sign onto 

Bennett's Point Road 

 

Then: Go approximately 16 miles where the road will curve sharply to the right, and you will pass a small brick fire station on your left. 

The Michael D. McKenzie Field Station will be on your left soon after the fire station. Turn into the gate and park in front of the building 

in any of the available spaces. If you get to B&B Seafood, you've gone too far and are just past the field station. 

 

McKenzie Field Station - Bennett’s Point  

Discovery Vessel Program (must be 10 years old or older)  
35 passenger capacity 
Students collect water quality data and sample marine organisms that are col-
lected by a trawl net during the vessel program. There will be an investigation into 
the organisms’ form and function while identifying them. Students learn about 
local conservation issues and benefits of the estuary while developing critical sci-
ence investigation skills. 
 
 

Sea Turtle Ecology (grades K-12)  
Come learn about our state reptile! In this activity students will become a sea tur-
tle biologist, learning about sea turtle biology, migration, and nesting. They will 
monitor a mock nest, and determine how human and natural threats to sea turtle 
survival can be mitigated.  
 

Fish Printing Craft (grades K-5) 
Cast your fishing line and interest this way as we explore the exciting world of fish. 
Join us as we examine their body shape and behaviors that make them unique. 
Discover the ancient Asian method of documenting fish size, Gyotaku! We will use 
fish and fish stamps to make colorful prints of estuarine fish.  
 

Planet Plankton (grades 5-12) 
Did you know that phytoplankton is responsible for producing more than 60% of 
the oxygen in the air we breathe? In this activity, students will collect, observe, 
and identify phytoplankton and zooplankton using microscopes and learn of their 
importance to estuarine and ocean life.  
 

http://goo.gl/maps/CHK1h
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Marine Debris (grades 5-12) 
Marine debris is a growing global concern. But where does it come from, how 
does it get there, and why do we care?    Through an assortment of estuary-
based outdoor lessons and group activities, students will learn where marine 
debris originates, how it moves, how it affects our marine ecosystem, and pre-
vention techniques. 

Dissections: 
 
Squid Dissection (grades 5-12) 
Did you know that oysters and squid are related? In this lab students will have 
the opportunity to examine connections between squid and some of their close 
marine relatives. Through a hands-on dissection, students will investigate some 
of the adaptations, defense mechanisms, and reproductive strategies of squid 
that have made them successful in waters around the world.  

 
Fish Dissection (grades 5-12) 
This lab includes a study of the adaptations of a common SC fish species. Stu-
dents will learn about current research being done by fisheries scientists and 
the importance of fishing regulations before diving into a comprehensive dis-
section examining the anatomical similarities and differences of bony fish and 
humans.  
 
Shark Dissection (grades 6-12) 
There are over 30 species of sharks off South Carolina’s coast. Join DNR staff as 
we discuss why we study these fascinating predators. In this activity students 
will study the senses and adaptations of sharks through an in-depth guided dis-
section of internal and external anatomy.  


